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FisH | DENTIFICA TION SECTION

One of the most intriguing aspects of interesting. Of those, more than 40 are misidentification of fish can lead to
Florida marine fishing is the constant  sufficiently important for their harvest to fisheries violations.
repetition of the question, “What is it?” be regulated. Six species have game fish Included in the following listing are
Rare indeed is the angler who, at some status (redfish, snook, tarpon, bonefish, 114 fish commonly caught by anglers in
time during a fishing trip, doesn’t catch asailfish, and permit over 20 inches in ~ Florida. They are grouped into Families
fish that must be examined closely to  length), meaning that they may not be as listed in the American Fisheries

determine its species. sold. Society publication, “Common and
Small wonder. Our waters have more Learning to identify fish is a Scientific Names
than 1,000 species of marine fish, most fascinating study in itself and is a matter of Fishes.”

lllustrations by:

of them edible and all of them of importance to the angler; Diane Rome Peebles

Organization of the Fish Identification Section

Description: the details most readily observed have been given top priority, since Size:anglers usually judge the size of a fish by its weight, which simplifies

the angler has only moments to decide whether a fish is or is not a legal catch. recordkeeping. Scientists use length, since age/length relationships are more

Fin-ray counts are supplied when essential. reliable than age/weight. Both would agree, however, that king mackerel

Similar Fish: many fish have “look-alikes,” other fish that resemble them closely, ~ commonly exceed 20 pounds in weight. The Florida records quoted are from the

In such instances, the most readily seen differences are given. cooperative effort between the.D.epartment of Environmental Protection and the
International Game Fish Association.

Remarks: this includes the fish’s life history (if known), behavior; and
feeding habits.

Where Found: although the ocean has no fences, many fish are locked into
particular habitats, information that often tells the angler where to drop the hook.

Total length
Fork length

Standard length a
12/

Head length
Snout length
Caudal peduncle (where the body attaches to the tail)
Fin rays, spinous (unsegmented) and soft (segmented)
First (spinous) dorsal fin

Second (soft) dorsal fin

10 Pectoral fin

11 Pelvic (ventral) fin

12 Anal fin

13 Finlet

14 Caudal (tail) fin

15 Lateral fin

16 Scutes (hone-like projections)

17 Opercle (gill cover)

18 Preopercle (cheek)

19 Interopercle

20 Adipose eyelid

21 Supramaxilla (rear portion of upper jaw bone)
22 Premaxilla (forward portion of upper jaw bone)
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SHORTFIN MAKO - Isurus oxyrinchus
Family Lamnidae, MACKEREL SHARKS

Description: lunate tail with similarly sized lobes; lateral keel at the
base of the tail; deep blue back and white underside;
underside of sharply pointed snout white;
origin of first dorsal entirely behind base of
pectoral fins; second dorsal fin slightly in
front of anal fin; slender, recurved teeth with
smooth edges.

Similar fish: white sharkCarcharodon carcharigsongfin
mako,|surus paucus

Where found: OFFSHORE fish often seen near the surface.
Size:commonly 6 to 8 feet (200 to 300 pounds).

Remarks: active, strong swimming fish known for leaping out of the water when hooked; feeds on mackerel, tuna,
sardines, and some much larger fish.

Florida record: 911 Ibs., 12 ozs.

ATLANTIC SHARPNOSE SHARK - Rhizoprionodon terraenovae
Family Carcharhinidae, REQUIEM SHARKS

Description: long and flattened snout; white trailing edge of pectoral;
black-edged dorsal and caudal fins, especially
when young; may have small whitish spots

sides; furrows in lips at the corners of the T
mouth; outer margin of teeth notched; second ﬂh"“"\
dorsal fin originates over middle of anal fin; brown to olive-
gray in color with white underside; slender body.

Similar fish: other carcharhinids.

Where found: INSHORE species, even found in surf; also common in bays and estuaries; adults occur OFFSHORE.
Size:a small species, 2 to 4 feet.

Remarks: mature adults between 2 to 2.75 feet long; 4-7 newborns range from 9 to 14 inches in length; adults feed o
small fish and crustaceans.

SANDBAR SHARK - Carcharhinus plumbeus
Family Carcharhinidae, REQUIEM SHARKS

Description: snout broadly rounded and short; first dorsal fin
triangular and very high; poorly developed dermal ridge
between dorsal fins; brown or gray in color with
white underside; upper and lower teeth
finely serrated.

Similar fish: dusky sharkCarcharhinus
obscurus bull shark,Carcharhinus leucas

Where found: NEARSHORE fish typically found at
depths ranging from 60 to 200 feet.

Remarks: both predator and scavenger, feeding chiefly
near the bottom on fish and shellfish; migrates long
distances; matures at about 6 feet in length.
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BLACKNOSE SHARK

BLACKTIP SHARK
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BLACKNOSE SHARK - Carcharhinus acronotus
Family Carcharhinidae, REQUIEM SHARKS

Description: distinctive dusky smudge at snout tip (more prominent in young); no dark tips on
fins; pale olive-gray above, whitish below; 1st dorsal fin begins
above rear corner of pectoral fin; no mid dorsal

ridge; upper teeth very asymmetrical, those toward
front coarsely serrated at base.

Size:to 1.5 m (5 ft.). ~—— ! |
Where found: common in bays and lagoons. N e

BLACKTIP SHARK - Carcharhinus limbatus
Family Carcharhinidae, REQUIEM SHARKS

Description: dark bluish gray (young paler) above, whitish below;
distinctive whitish stripe on flank; inside tip of pectoral fin
conspicuously black; dorsal fin, anal fin, and lower
lobe of caudal fin also black-tipped in young,
fading with growth; 1st dorsal fin begins above I A — f
axil of pectoral fin; snout long, almost v-shaped from “——t_ ~— \‘
below; no mid dorsal ridge; upper and lower teeth

serrated, nearly symmetrical.

Size:to 2.5 m (8.25 ft.).

Where found: principally pelagic, but often comes inshore in large
schools, particularly in association with Spanish mackerel; frequently the most common shark
(especially young) in clear-water cuts and along beaches in Florida and Bahamas.

Similar species:in the Spinner Shark the 1st dorsal fin begins above a point behind the pectoral fin, and the
snout is longer.

SCALLOPED HAMMERHEAD - Sphyrna lewini
Family Sphyrnidae, HAMMERHEAD SHARKS

Description: fifth gill slit shorter than 4 preceding ones and located
posterior to pectoral fin base; flattened head extending to hammer-
like lobes on each side; distinct indentation of the front margin
of the head at its midpoint; second dorsal fin longer than
tail; gray-brown to olive in color with white
underbelly; teeth smooth-edged; pectoral fins
tipped with black on the undersurface; tips of first
and second dorsal lobes and caudal also may have
dusky tips; pelvic fin with nearly straight hind margin.

Similar fish: other hammerhead sharks.
Where found: both OFFSHORE and INSHORE.
Size:common to 6 feet and can reach 14 feet.

Remarks: predatory fish, feeding mainly on fish,
squid, and stringrays; male matures at about 6 feet in
length.

Florida record: 991 Ibs.




BONNETHEAD SHARK - Sphyrna tiburo
Family Sphyrnidae, HAMMERHEAD SHARKS

Description: broadly widened head in the shape of a shovel; only slj
bays and estuaries.

indentation of anal fin; front of head not notched at

midline; gray or grayish-brown in color.

Size:commonly 3 to 4 feet. '

Remarks: matures at about 3 feet in length
and bears 6 to 12 young at a time; feeds

Similar fish: other hammerhead sharks.
chiefly on crabs and other crustaceans.

Where found: INSHORE species found in

SOUTHERN STINGRAY - Dasyatis americana
Family Dasyatidae, STINGRAYS

Identification: disk almost a perfect rhombus, with
pointed corners; ventral finfold on tail long and relatively
high, dorsal finfold rows near shoulder; disk usually
uniform dark brown above, grayer in young.
Size:to 1.8 m (6 ft.) across disk.

Where found: common in bays and estuaries.

Remarks: the largest stingray along our southeaste
and Gulf shores.

LADYFISH - Elops saurus
Family Elopidae, TARPONS

Description: terminal mouth; slender body; small
scales; last dorsal ray not elonged; head small and
pointed.

Similar fish: juvenile tarponMegalops
atlanticus

Where found: INSHORE fish, in bays and ri i
estuaries; occasionally enters freshwater, ‘
occurring in tidal pools and canals; often forms large schools and

harasses bait at the surface.

Size:2 to 3 pounds.

Remarks: known to spawn OFFSHORE; ribbon-like larvae very similakltniaandMegalops peaking in fall; adults
feed predominantly on fish and crustaceans; leaps when hooked.

Florida record: 4 Ibs., 10 ozs.

MHVHS AV3IHLINNO4G

2]
©)
C
—
L
==
=Y
=
wn
=
=
@
>
<<

HSIJAQY]




BONEFISH

()]
<C
I
wn
=
<
O
o
Ll
=
<<

TARPON - Megalops atlanticus
Family Elopidae, TARPONS

Description: last ray of dorsal fin extended :
into long filament; one dorsal fin; back dark {* % : y
blue to green or greenish black, shading into * o,

bright silver on the sides; may be brownish

gold in estuarine waters; huge scales; mouth large = {‘—' *
and points upward.

Similar species:(as juveniles) ladyfistElops saurus

Where found: primarily INSHORE fish, although adult fish spawn OFFSHORE where the ribbon-like larval stage

of the fish can be found.

Size:most angler catches 40 to 150 pounds.

Remarks: slow grower, matures at 7 to 13 years of age; spawning occurs between May and September; female may
lay more than 12 million eggs; can tolerate wide range of salinity; juveniles commonly found in fresh water; can
breathe air at the surface; feeds mainly on fish and large crustaceans.

Florida record: 243 Ibs.

BONEFISH - Albula vulpes
Family Albulidae, BONEFISHES

Description: silvery color with bluish or e
greenish back; slender, round body; snout : =
long, conical, aiming downward and J | e
overhanging lower jaw; dark streaks between - .
scales on upper half of body and faint crossbands
extending down to lateral line; extremities of dorsal and
caudal fins shaded with black.

Similar fish: ladyfish,Elops saurus

Where found: primarily INSHORE fish inhabiting shallows of the Florida Keys; found in shallows often less than
1 foot deep, usually over lush grass flats, occasionally over white sand.

Size: 3 to 5 pounds.

Remarks: travels in loose schools; roots out shrimp, shellfish, crabs, and fish from the bottom; spawns offshore,
eggs hatching into ribbon-like larvae that metamorphose into fish-like form at about 2 inches and move inshore.

Florida record: 15 Ibs., 6 0zs.

AMERICAN SHAD - Alosa sapidissima
Family Clupeidae, HERRINGS

Description: color of back green or greenish -
blue with metallic lustre; silvery sides, white P i SRy o
underneath (colors darken when fish enters =g * R s T et e e

fresh water to spawn); belly with scutes e & ,
forming distinct keel; one or more dark spots = /_//
in arow behind ppe_rculum; lower jaw with _ A

pointed tip that fits into v-shaped notch

in upper jaw.

Similar fish: outer species dhlosa(shad and herring) ariéfevoortia

(menhaden); menhaden, which are often referred to as “shad,” have a rounder lower jaw tip; American shad is an
east coast species replaced on the Panhandle coast by Alabama shad.

Where found: OFFSHORE except during late winter spawning run into east coast rivers, notably the
St. Johns River.

Remarks: anadromous species, coming into fresh water to spawn; young remain in fresh water to length of 2 to 4
inches, then move out to sea; plankton feeder, but strikes small, bright spoons or flies; their roe (as many as 30,000
in a single female) is prized, the flesh full of fork bones.

—




ATLANTIC THREAD HERRING - Oplsthonema oglinum
Family Clupeidae, HERRINGS

Other local names:gizzard shad

Description: back dark blue/gray, sides silvery,
belly white; small head

Where found: in salt water from Cape Cod to
Brazil, including Gulf of Mexico

Size:up to 16" - .
Remarks: has scales on ridge of back before dorsal fin.

SCALED SARDINE - Harengula jaguana
Family Clupeidae, HERRINGS

Description: solid back with dark streaks, usually

single small dark spot at upper edge of opercule and- o =
sometimes one at shoulder. i i R i
Where found: N. Gulf of Mexico to Brazil - :uhh e H
Size:up to 18" ' '

Remarks: commonly caught with strings of wire loops.

SPANISH SARDINE - Sardinella aurita
Family Clupeidae, HERRINGS

Description: back bluish gray, sometimes
greenish; sides silvery to brassy; slender body.

Where found: in schools ranging from N. Gulf of
Mexico to Brazil

Size:up to 10"

Remarks: an abundant fish, representing a resource so far only
utilized locally.

GULF MENHADEN - Brevoortia patronus
Family Clupeidae, HERRINGS

Other local names:shad, pogies

Description: to 18" oval, deep and compressed; blue or green,
sometimes bluish-brown above; sides and belly
silvery, fins yellowish; distinct humeral spot often
followed by several rows of smaller spots; head
very large, exposethargin of scales almost
vertical, fringed.

Where found: large, near surface schools oL T
primarily in estuaries and near shore waters of the i
northern Gulf from early spring through fall.

Size:three-year-olds are 8 inches long and weigh more than 6 ounces
Remarks: sexual maturity begins at late age (1) with major spawning areas offshore across the northern Gulf.
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YELLOWFIN MENHADEN - Brevoortia smithi
Family Clupeidae, HERRINGS /

Description: silvery, with a greenish or bluish back;
fins golden yellow; a single dark shoulder spot; ;
scales on back noticeably smaller than those ong™- .
sides and difficult to count — about 60-70 rows x\__k J
across middle of side; 27-30 (usually 28-29) B

I

Y] R
ventral scutes. Tk _
Size:to 32 cm (13 in.). S

BALLYHOO - Hemiramphus brasiliensis
Family Exocoetidae, FLYING FISHES

Description: tip of lower jaw and upper g i

lobe of caudal fin orange-red; pectoral fin = A
short; tip of pelvic fin extends past beginning
of dorsal fin; dorsal and anal fins unscaled.

Where found: young are pelagic; adults abundant in bays and nearshore waters,
near reefs

Size:up to 16"

BALLYHOO  YELLOWFIN MENHADEN

FAT SNOOK - Centropomus parallelus
Family Centropomidae, SNOOKS

Description: deeper body than other snooks; yellow-brown to greghg#
brown above silvery on sides; black lateral line

extends onto tail; mouth reaches to or beyond
center of eyes; usually no dusky outer edge
of all snook. :

Similar fish: otherCentropomus

Where found: INSHORE species found in
mangrove habitat; found commonly in fresh water;
occurs more in interior waters (as opposed to estuarine water)
than other snook.

Size:a small species, rarely more than 20 inches.
Remarks: usually found in fresh water; mangrove shorelines serve as nursery grounds for young.

COMMON SNOOK - Centropomus undecimalis
Family Centropomidae, SNOOKS

Description: distinct black lateral line; high, divided
dorsal fin; sloping forehead; large mouth,

protruding lower jaw; grows much larger than
other snooks; pelvic fin yellow.

Similar fish: otherCentropomus ! 2

Where found: from central Florida south, = - @
usually INSHORE in coastal and brackish waters, along E;-.;;,“‘*

mangrove shorelines, seawalls, and bridges; also on reefs and pilings.

Size: most catches 5 to 8 pounds.

Remarks: spawns primarily in summer; cannot tolerate water temperatures below 60 degrees F; can tolerate wholly
fresh or saltwater; schools along shore and in passes during spawning season; feeds on fish and larger crustaceans.

Florida record: 44 Ibs., 3 0zs.

FAT SNOOK
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SWORDSPINE SNOOK - Centropomus ensiferus
Family Centropomidae, SNOOKS

Description: smallest of the snooks; profile slightly
concave; prominent lateral line outlined in black (not
solid), extends through caudal fin; color yellow-
green to brown-green above, silvery below; giant
second anal spine, hence the name; largest scales

MOONS INIdSAYOMS

of all snook. — ‘ X
Similar fish: otherCentropomus — i
Where found: occurs in INSHORE estuarine habitats E%

from south Florida as far north on east coast as St. Lucie River.
Size:usually less than 1 pound (12 inches).

Remarks: full-grown adults are less than 12 inches long; mangrove shoreline habitats serve as nursery areas for youn
rare on Florida’s west coast; prefers only slightly brackish or fresh water.

TARPON SNOOK - Centropomus pectinatus
Family Centropomidae, SNOOKS

Description: only snook with 7 anal fin rays (others have
6); lower jaw curves upward; compressed body;
prominent black lateral line extends through tail; tips Pl : T :
of pelvic fins reach beyond anus. sl Lk MU b it
Similar fish: otherCentropomus
Where found:; INSHORE in south Florida;
frequently in fresh water.

Size:usually less than 1 pound (12 inches).

Remarks: maximum size 16 to 18 inches; feeds on small fish and larger crustaceans; young are
nurtured along mangrove shorelines; rare on Florida’s west coast.

MOONS NOduVvL

BANK SEA BASS - Centropristis ocyurus
Family Serranidae, SEA BASSES AND GROUPER

Description: pale olive or brassy-brown in color with indistinct black blotches that form vertical barrings (the blotch
above pectoral fin darker); wavy blue lines on head; lips purplish-blue; caudal fin tri-lobed on adults; edge of nape
unscaled.

Similar fish: rock sea bas§;. philadelphica otherCentropristis

Where found: OFFSHORE in deep water with
rocks and reefs.

Size:usually 0.3 pounds (8 inches).

Remarks: undergoes sex change, starting life a
female, changing to male after three or four
spawning seasons; feeds on the bottom, taking
squid, crustaceans, and small fish.
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BLACK SEA BASS - Centropristis striata
Family Serranidae, SEA BASSES AND GROUPER

Description: basic color dark brown or black; dorsal fin
has rows and stripes of white on black; large males
have iridescent blue and ebony markings, and fatty
hump in front of dorsal fin; females may have
indistinct vertical barrings; topmost ray of caudal
fin much elongated in adults; caudal may be
tri-lobed; sharp spine near posterior margin of
gill cover.

Similar fish: bank sea bas€,. ocyurus

BLACK SEA BASS

otherCentropristis

Where found: structure-loving fish, associated with % BLACK SEA BASS
reefs and rubble OFFSHORE; smaller specimens often found in .i_.';-;.{f;:i%__ (Male)
INSHORE finger channels.

Remarks: spawns January through March; protogynous
hermaphrodites, older females becoming breeding males; omnivor
bottom feeders, diet including small fish, crustaceans, and shellfish:

Florida record: 5 Ibs., 1 ozs.

ROCK SEA BASS - Centropristis philadelphica
Family Serranidae, SEA BASSES AND GROUPER .

Description: color olive-bronze, with dark blotches forming
vertical bars; dark black blotch on middle of dorsal-
fin base; tip of lower jaw purplish; bright blue and
orange stripes and markings on head and fins; Y
fully scaled nape; tail tri-lobed in adults. .

Similar fish: bank sea bas€,. ocyurus
otherCentropristis

Where found; OFFSHORE; differs from other sea
basses in that it is often found on sandy or muddy bottoms.

Size:small species, rarely more than 10 inches.

Remarks: spawns January through March; young adults are predominantly female, transforming into males as they
grow older; maximum size about 10 inches.

B =
Size:common to 1.5 pounds (13 inches). = /@ %’
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JEWFISH - Epinephelus itajara
Family Serranidae, SEA BASSES AND GROUPER

Description: head and fins covered with small black
spots; irregular dark vertical bars present on the sides
of body; pectoral and caudal fin rounded,; first dorsal
fin shorter than and not separated from second
dorsal; adults huge, up to 800 pounds;

eyes small.

Similar fish: other grouper.

Where found: NEARSHORE around docks, in deep _
holes, and on ledges; young often occur in estuaries, especially around
oyster bars; more abundant in southern Florida than in northern waters.

Size:largest of the groupers.

Remarks: spawns over summer months; lifespan of 30 to 50 years; feeds on crustaceans and fish.
NOTE: jewfish are totally protected from harvest in Florida waters.

Florida record: 680 Ibs.




GAG - Mycteroperca microlepis
Family Serranidae, SEA BASSES AND GROUPER

Description: brownish gray in color with dark worm-like
markings on sides; strong serrated spur at bottom
margin of preopercle, less noticeable in large
specimens; fins dark, with anal and caudal having
white margin; often confused with black grouper;
most noticeable differences are brassy spots on
black grouper; tail of gag is slightly concave, black

grouper’s tail is square; gag has white margin on anal
and caudal fins, black does not; under 10 pounds, gag's spur
on preopercle is distinctive, where black is gently rounded.

Similar fish: black grouperM. bonaci
Where found: adults OFFSHORE over rocks and reefs; juveniles occur in seagrass beds INSHORE.
Size:common to 25 pounds.

Remarks: forms spawning aggregations in water no shallower than 120 feet in Middle Grounds area, January through
March; current research to identify similar aggregations off the Atlantic coast is ongoing; young gags are predominantl
female, transforming into males as they grow larger; feeds on fish and squid.

Florida record: 71 Ibs., 3 ozs.

BLACK GROUPER - Mycteroperca bonaci
Family Serranidae, SEA BASSES AND GROUPER

Description: olive or gray body coloration with black blotches and
brassy spots; gently rounded preopercle; (see gag, next page)
Similar fish: gag,M. microlepis yellowfin grouper,
M. venenosa

Where found: OFFSHORE species; adults .
associated with rocky bottoms, reefs, and dropofMeS
walls in water over 60 feet deep; young may occur
INSHORE in shallow water.

Size:common to 40 pounds, may attain weights exceeding 100
pounds; no Florida record because of identity confusion with gag,
which are mistakenly called “black grouper.”

Remarks: spawns between May and August; protogynous hermaphrodites, young predominately female, transforming
into males as they grow larger; larger individuals generally in greater depths; feeds on fish and squid.

d3dNoY9 MIOV14

NASSAU GROUPER - Epinephelus striatus
Family Serranidae, SEA BASSES AND GROUPER

Description: color light background with brown or red-brown
bars on sides; stripe in shape of tuning fork on forehead,;
third spine of dorsal longer than second; pelvic fins

shorter than pectorals; lack dots around the eyes;
large black saddle on caudal peduncle. "

Similar fish: red grouperk. moria

Where found: range limited to south Florida;
somewhat site specific; smaller individuals NEARSHORE,
adults OFFSHORE on rocky reefs.

Size:most catches under 10 pounds.

Remarks: forms large spawning aggregations, making this species highly vulnerable to over-harvest.
NOTE: all harvest of this species is prohibited.
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RED GROUPER - Epinephelus morio
Family Serranidae, SEA BASSES AND GROUPER

Description: color brownish red; lining of mouth scarlet-
orange; blotches on sides in unorganized pattern;
second spine of dorsal fin longer than others;
pectoral fins longer than pelvic fins; squared-
off tail; margin of soft dorsal black with

white at midfin; black dots around the eyes.

Similar fish: nassau groupek. striatus

Where found: bottom dwelling fish
associated with hard bottom; juveniles
OFFSHORE along with adults greater than 6 years
old; NEARSHORE reefs.

Size:common to 15 pounds.

Remarks: spawns in April and May; prefer water temperatures between 66 and 77 degrees F; undergoes sex
change, young individuals female, becoming male as they age, lifespan of at least 25 years; feeds on squid,
crustaceans, and fish.

Florida record: 39 Ibs., 8 0zs.

RED GROUPER

SCAMP - Mycteroperca phenax
Family Serranidae, SEA BASSES AND GROUPER

Description: color light gray or brown; large adults with
elongated caudal-fin rays; reddish-brown spots on sides th;
tend to be grouped into lines; some yellow around
corners of mouth.

Similar fish: yellowmouth grouper,
M. interstitalis 3
Where found: NEARSHORE reefs off the ™
northeastern coast, and on OFFSHORE
reefs in the Gulf.

Size: generally smaller than gags or blacks.

Remarks: spawns in late spring; feed on small fish,
squid, and crustaceans; undergoes sex transformation from female to male as it becomes older.

Florida record: 28 Ibs.

YELLOWFIN GROUPER - Mycteroperca venenosa
Family Serranidae, SEA BASSES AND GROUPER

Description: color highly greenish olive or bright red with longitudinal rows or darker black
blotches over entire fish; outer one-third of pectoral fins bright

yellow; lower parts of larger fish with small bright
red spots.

Similar fish: black grouperM. bonacj other
grouper.

Where found: OFFSHORE on reefs off
southern portions of Florida.
Size:common to 20 pounds.

Remarks: undergoes sex change from female to
male in latter part of life; specific name translates to

“venomous,” alluding to the fact that this fish, perhaps more
frequently than other groupers, is associated with ciguatera poisoning; feeds on fish and squid.

Florida record: 34 Ibs., 6 o0zs.
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YELLOWMOUTH GROUPER - Mycteroperca interstitialis
Family Serranidae, SEA BASSES AND GROUPER

Description: color tan or brown with darker spots;
spots, or a network of spots, fused into lines; distinct
yellow wash behind the jaws; yellow around the
eyes; outer edges of fins yellowish.

Similar fish: scampM. phenax

Where found; OFFSHORE over reefs and rocks; not
as common as scamp in the Gulf; range limited to
southern Florida.

Size:common to 15 pounds.

Remarks: undergoes sex change, young individuals female, becoming male; young
fish are bicolored, dark above, white below; feeds on small fish and crustaceans.

Florida record: 28 Ibs.

WARSAW GROUPER - Epinephelus nigritus
Family Serranidae, SEA BASSES AND GROUPER

Description: uniformly dark brown, with no distinctive markings;

dorsal fin with 10 spines; second spine very long (much longer than
third); caudal fin squared-off; rear nostril larger than
front nostril.

Young: caudal fin yellow; dark saddle on caudal
peduncle; some whitish spots on body.
Size:to 1.8 m (6 ft.) and 263 kg (580 Ibs.).

Habitat: deep rocky ledges and sea mounts,
in 90-300 m (300-1000 ft.); young are sometimes
caught in inshore waters.

SAND PERCH - Diplectrum formosum
Family Serranidae, SEA BASSES AND GROUPER

Description: body and dorsal fins with many dark brown bars and alternating orange and blue horizontal
lines; head with many blue lines; preopercular spines
very well developed; grouped in 2 radiating clusters
with a deep notch between them; upper lobe of
caudal fin prolonged in adults.

Size:to 30 cm (1 ft.).

Where found: bays, coastal grassy areas, and
shallow banks.

Remarks: popular as a pan fish despite its small size.

d3dNOY¥9D HLNOWMOTTIA

=
>
=0
4
=
(D)
=0
©®)
c
=
9
=0

HOY3d ANVS




BLUEFISH - Pomatomus saltatrix
Family Pomatomidae, BLUEFISHES

Description: color blue or greenish blue on
back, sides silvery; mouth large; teeth
prominent, sharp, and compressed; dors ="
and anal fins nearly the same size; scales

small; lateral line almost straight.

Similar fish: blue runnerC. crysos . ﬁ,:-

Where found: young usually INSHORE
spring and summer, moving OFFSHORE
to join adults fall and winter; strong migration of northeast Atlantic stock to Florida east coast in winter.

Size: most west coast catches under 3 pounds, much larger on east coast.

Remarks: travels in large schools, following schools of baitfish; cannibalistic; all members of a given school
about the same size; spawning occurs OFFSHORE in spring and summer.

Florida record: 22 Ibs., 3 0zs.

BLUEFISH

COBIA (ling) - Rachycentron canadum
Family Rachycentridae, COBIA

Description: long, slim fish with broad
depressed head; lower jaw projects past
upper jaw; dark lateral stripe extends
through eye to tail; first dorsal fin
comprised of 7 to 9 free spines; when ﬁ‘
young, has conspicuous alternating black :
and white horizontal stripes.

Similar fish: remora,Eceneis naucrates

Where found: both INSHORE and NEARSHORE inhabitating inlets, bays, and among mangroves; frequently
seen around buoys, pilings, and wrecks.

Size:common to 30 pounds.
Remarks: spawns in spring and early summer; feeds on crabs, squid, and small fish.
Florida record: 103 Ibs., 12 ozs.

ALMACO JACK - Seriola rivoliana
Family Carangidae, JACKS AND POMPANQOS

Description: deep-bodied amberjack; sometimes darker in ..
coloration; front of soft dorsal and of anal fins i
high and elongated; body more flattened
than banded rudderfish or greater
amberjack; no scutes.

Similar fish: otherSeriola

Where found: wide-ranging in OFFSHORE
waters, not a common catch; young are
associated with Sargassum.

Size: usually less than 20 pounds.

Remarks: spawns offshore, apparently during spring,
summer, and fall.
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BANDED RUDDERFISH - Seriola zonata
Family Carangidae, JACKS AND POMPANOS |

Description: fish less than 11 inches long have dark
band from eye to first dorsal fin and six prominent
bars on body; larger fish are bluish, greenish, or
brown; soft dorsal base about twice the length of ™=
the anal fin; tail-lobe white tipped. T — =
Similar fish: otherSeriola :\\}
Where found: NEARSHORE and OFFSHORE over hard

bottom, generally in shallower water than other amberjacks; young
associated with weed lines or floating debris and may follow sharks and BANDED RUDDERFISH
other large fish. ; (Juvenile)
Size: usually less than 10 pounds.

Remarks: adults feed on fish and shrimp; spawns OFFSHORE
most of year.

GREATER AMBERJACK - Seriola dumerili
Family Carangidae, JACKS AND POMPANOS

Description: dark stripe (variably present) extends
from nose to in front of dorsal fin and “lights up”
when fish is in feeding mode; no scutes; soft
dorsal base less than twice the length of the
anal fin base.

Similar fish: otherSeriola

Where found: OFFSHORE species
associated with rocky reefs, debris, and wrecks,
typically in 60-240 feet of water; sometimes caught
NEARSHORE in south Florida; juveniles associate with L |
floating objects and may occur in water less than 30 feet deep.
Size:common to 40 pounds.

Remarks: largest of the jacks; thought to spawn OFFSHORE throughout much of the year; feeds on squid, fish,
and crustaceans.

Florida record: 142 Ibs.

LESSER AMBERJACK - Seriola fasciata
Family Carangidae, JACKS AND POMPANQOS

Description: olive green or brownish back and silver
sides; dark band (variably present) extends backward
and upward from eye; juveniles have split or wavy
bars on sides; proportionately larger eye and deeper
body than greater amberjack.

Similar fish: otherSeriola

Where found;: NEARSHORE and OFFSHORE,
apparently living deeper than other Seriola (commonly
180-410 feet deep).

Size:usually under 10 pounds.

Remarks: believed to spawn offshore; adults eat fish, and squid.
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BLUE RUNNER - Caranx crysos
Family Carangidae, JACKS AND POMPANOS

Description: color light olive to bluish green above, silvery
gray to golden below; frequently black spot on

operculum; readily distinguished from crevalle jack
by lack of a dark blotch on the pectoral fin; tail tips
blackish.

Similar fish: bluefish, Pomatomus saltatrix; other
Caranx A
Where found: juveniles found OFFSHORE; adults ' L

NEARSHORE in schools, but something ranging 5

INSHORE as well.

Size:usually less than 1 pound (11 inches).

Remarks: matures by 9 to 10 inches; spawns OFFSHORE from January through August; young form schools
associated with floating objects, and have been observed living inside the bell of jellyfish; adults feed on fish,
shrimp, and squid.

Florida record: 7 Ibs.

CREVALLE JACK - Caranx hippos
Family Carangidae, JACKS AND POMPANOS

Description: color bluish-green to greenish-gold back
and silvery or yellowish belly; soft dorsal and anal
fins almost identical in size; prominent black spot
on operculum (gill cover); black spot at the base of
each pectoral fin; no scales on throat.

BLUE RUNNER
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Similar fish: otherCaranx L=l g
Where found: common to both INSHORE waters = o
and the open sea. “x

Size:usually 3 to 5 pounds.

Remarks: tolerates a wide range of salinities; schools corner a pod of
baitfish at the surface and feed with commotion that can be seen for great distances; feeds mainly on small fish; peak
spawning occurs OFFSHORE from March through September.

Florida record; 51 Ibs.

PALOMETA - Trachinotus goodei
Family Carangidae, JACKS AND POMPANQOS

Description: gray to blue-green on top of head and along
the back; bright silvery sides; yellow on breast;
elongated dorsal and anal fins, dusky or black with
bluish edges; deep body, with four narrow bars
high on the sides, and traces of a fifth nearer th
tail; no scutes.

Similar fish: pompano. carolinus permit,T.
falcatus

Where found: in clear water along sandy beaches and o
bays, occasionally found over reefs; most common in
south Florida.

Size:rarely over 1 pound, reported to 3 pounds.

Remarks: thought to spawn offshore in spring, summer, and fall; has shown rapid
growth in mariculture experiments; readily strikes small
artificial lures.

PALOMETA




PERMIT - Trachinotus falcatus
Family Carangidae, JACKS AND POMPANOS

Description: color gray, dark or iridescent blue above,
shading to silvery sides, in dark waters showing
golden tints around breast; small permit have teeth on
tongue (none on pompano); no scutes; dorsal fin
insertion directly above that of the anal fin; 17 to 2

soft dorsal rays; 16 to 19 soft anal rays. £ 3 [ ?

Similar fish: Florida pompanaT. carolinus the il o
permit is deeper bodied; dorsal body profile forms

angle at insertion of second dorsal fin; pompano rarely

grow larger than 6 pounds, permit common to 40 pounds.

Where found: OFFSHORE on wrecks and debris, INSHORE on

grass flats, sand flats, and in channels; most abundant in south Florida, with smaller
specimens from every coastal county.

Size:common to 25 pounds.
Remarks: feeds mainly on bottom-dwelling crabs, shrimp, small clams, and small fish.
Florida record: 51 Ibs., 8 0zs.

FLORIDA POMPANO - Trachinotus carolinus
Family Carangidae, JACKS AND POMPANQOS

Description: greenish gray on back, shading to silvery sides; fish in
dark waters showing yellow on throat, pelvic, and anal fins;
deep flattened body with small mouth; no scutes;
22 to 27 soft dorsal rays; 20 to 23 soft anal rays;
origin of anal fin slightly behind origin of

second dorsal.

Similar fish: permit, T. falcatus palometa,

T. goodei the permit is deeper bodied; dorsal
body profile not strongly angled at insertion of
second dorsal fin; pompano rarely grow larger
than 6 pounds, permit common to 40 pounds.

Where found: INSHORE and NEARSHORE
waters, especially along sandy beaches, along oyster
bars, and over grassbeds, often in turbid water; may be
found in water as deep as 130 feet.

Size:usually less than 3 pounds.

Remarks: spawns OFFSHORE between March and September; feeds on mollusks and crustaceans, especially sand
fleas; local movements are influenced by the tide, and seasonal movements are influenced by temperature.

Florida record: 8 Ibs., 1 oz.
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ROUND SCAD - Decapterus punctatus
Family Carangidae, JACKS AND POMPANOS ¥ /) -

Other local names:cigar minnow

Description: long, fusiform; greenish-blue fading tQs o =
silver on sides, belly white; narrow, yellowish stripe
from head to caudal peduncle. e e o

Where found: midwater or bottom from shallow water to
about 50 fathoms, juveniles sometimes at surface.

Size:to 12"
Remarks: 2 small papillae on shoulder distinguish scads from other carangids.
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BIGEYE SCAD

LOOKDOWN
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BIGEYE SCAD - Selar crumenophthalmus
Family Carangidae, JACKS AND POMPANOS

Description: eye very large — diameter greater than snout
length; no detached dorsal and anal finlets; two
widely separated fleshly tabs on inside of rear
edge of gill chamber; scutes present only o
rear part of lateral line.

Size:to 60 cm (2 ft.)., but usually less than
30 cm (1 ft.).

LOOKDOWN - Selene vomer
Family Carangidae, JACKS AND POMPANOS

Description: silvery, iridescent, sometimes with
brassy highlights; body extremely compressed and
deep, platelike; front of head very steep; lobes at
front of soft dorsal and anal fins very long; pelvic
fins small; lateral line arched toward front.

Young: spines at front of dorsal fin and rays in
pelvic fin streamerlike.

Size:to 30 cm (1ft.).

HORSE-EYE JACK - Caranx latus
Family Carangidae, JACKS AND POMPANOS

Description: similar in shape to the Crevalle jack,
but front of head less steep; blackish blotch at
edge of opercle small, poorly defined, or
absent; no dark blotch on pectoral fin; entire
chest scaly except in individuals less than 75
mm (3 in.) long; scutes usually blackish;
caudal fin yellowish; 20 to 22 soft rays in [
dorsal fin; 14 to 18 gill rakers on lower limb
of 1st arch. —

Size:to 75 cm (30 in.) and 3.8 kg (8.5 Ibs.). - . Y



LEATHERJACKET - Oligoplites saurus
Family Carangidae, JACKS AND POMPANOS

Description: body silvery, bluish above; fins yellow; rear
parts of dorsal and anal fins consist of a series of

BV ) RELINER

finlets; spinous dorsal fin has 5 well-developed, =% | e

unconnected spines; lateral line nearly straight; scales ™ ag —
tiny, embedded:; skin appears smooth. T e e
Size:to 30 cm (1 ft.). : v

Where Found: ent